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Western Freedmen’s Aid Commission. 


ADVISORY BOARD. Rev. E. M. CRAVATH, Secretary. 
Rev. G. M. MAXWELL, D. D. ‘ THOMAS KENNEDY, 7reasurer. 
LEVI COFFIN, General Agent. 
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Railroad Perpetual Kiln. 


THIS new improvement for burning BRICKS, TILE and POTTERY WARE, and also for drying PEAT, 
consists of an inclined Tunnel, in which a track is laid and the Bricks or Ware are passed through on cars 
or platforms by means of a gear wheel. From 2,000 to 10,000 Bricks, according to the size of the Kiln, 
are placed upon each car in arches the same as in ordinary Kilns. The fires are placed about midway of 
the tunnel and the bricks that are to be burned are gradually drawn down to them. In this way the water 
smoke is carried off by a gentle heat and the bricks prepared for a greater and constantly increasing degree 
of heat until they are thoroughly burned. When this is done the cars are drawn below the fires and the 
cooling process commences, and is graduated the same as the heating process—all the heat from the cooling 
bricks passing up through the tunnel, and thus aiding to burn the green brick. 

There is also a second tunnel or chamber over the main tunnel, heated to a considerable degree by 
the burning bricks beneath, through which passes an endless belt, and green brick laid upon this belt 
directly from the moulds, are carried gradually through the heated air, and by the time they arrive at the 
upper end of the Kiln they are sufficiently dried to be placed upon the cars and burned. 

For drying Peat, this Kiln fully meets a want that is now greatly felt. A slight alteration in it, as 
required for bricks, admirably adapts it to that purpose. 

The advantages of this Kiln may be briefly summed up as follows :— 

First. Economy in fuel. All of the heat being utilized, at least TWO-THIRDS of the fuel is saved, 
it requiring only about FIVE CORDS OF WOOD to burn 100,000 bricks. 

Second. It saves labor—the bricks having to be handled but once from the time they leave the moulds 
until they come out of the Kiln burned and ready for market. It also saves the necessity of drying the 
brick on the yard, and subjecting them to the risk of storms, &c. 

: Third. It saves time. Bricks by this process can be thoroughly burned in 24 hours. 

Fourth. It improves the average quality of the brick. The heat being equalized, the bricks do not 
crack nor check, and aii are burned of a uniform hardness and color. In ordinary kilns there are always 
a large per-centage of soft, whitewash, melted and swelled brick. In this there are none of these. 


These Kilns can be kept fired up night and day, and can be made of any size to burn from 10,000 to 


100,000 bricks every 24 hours. The estimated cost of a Kiln that will burn 40,000 bricks per day is about 


$1,000. When properly built, they will last for many years. 

In bringing-this new invention to the notice of Brick Manufacturers, we can assure them it is no 
untried thing. Its success has been fully and practically demonstrated at Saratoga Springs, where it was 
in operation for several months last season. It has also been tested at the extensive brick yard of Messrs. 
Cocks & BARLow, (see their letter among testimonials,) at Croton Landing, on the Hudson River, where 
it will again be put in practical operation as soon as the weather will permit. 

State, County, Town and Yard Rights for sale, by 


CORNISH & CONGDON, 


175 Broadway, New-York. 
POST OFFICE BOX 2,839. 
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TESTIMONIALS. 


JoHN McDONALD, SARATOGA Spa, November 1, 1866. 
DEAR S1Rr,—I take pleasure in recommending your Perpetual Kiln to all brick burners. The small two-foot (in width) Kiln 
made by you for an experiment having saved me much time and expense in the burning of brick on my yard, and the fact that your 
small Kiln turned out 5,000 good, hard brick per day, with the consumption of less than one-half cord of wood, should be sufficient 
evidence to satisfy the most skeptical ; but I would.add that I am making extensive preparations for making brick another season, and 
have arranged for one of McDonald’s Perpetual Kilns to receive the brick from the press, dry, and burn them without the great expense 
heretofore attached to the making of brick by drying, turning, hacking, &c. C. R. BROWN. 


JOHN McDONALD, SARATOGA SPRINGS, January 30, 1867. 
Dear S1r,—I take pleasure in recommending your Railway Brick Kiln to the use of all brick makers. From experimental 
knowledge I can say, its use effects a saving of at least two-thirds in wood, much labor, and burns brick of an even color and hardness 
at the rate of ten to forty thousand per day, owing to size of Kiln. 
Believing it all you claim for it, and destined to come into general use, 
I remain, yours respectfully, D. W. HUMPHRIES, 
Foreman of Brick Yard for C. R. Brown in 1866. 


Croton LanpineG, N. Y., January 15, 1867. 
GENTLEMEN—We have completed the McDonald Railroad Brick Kiln, and made our first experiment to test its utility. After 
burning some 12,000 brick, the middle of the Kiln settled in consequence of having been built on frozen ground, letting the cars rest 
upon the brick-work, so that we were unable to move them, and we had to put out the fires. All the bricks that were sufficiently 
burned were burned hard and uniformly for common brick. There are no soft or salmon brick among those well burned—no white- 
wash, melted nor swelled brick in the kiln. It saves all casing up and arches, and the brick do not crack nor check ; and from the 
trial we have given it, we think it will save at least two-thirds of the fuel required in the ordinary kilns, as we believe we can burn 
100,000 brick with five cords of wood. We have perfect confidence in its success in burning common brick, and think every manufac- 

turer of such brick should have one. We have sent you samples of the brick we burned. 
Yours, &c., COCKS & BARLOW. 


To whom it may Concern : CroTON LANDING, January 15, 1867. 
This is to certify that we have one of McDonald’s Railway Brick Kilns on Mr. H. Coxe’s brick yard, and have burned some 
brick ; and I am satisfied by the short trial already had, that it will burn good brick at a great saving of wood, &c. I think it is all that 
is claimed for it. PHILIP MEHRHOF, 
Foreman for H. Cocks. 


ASHLAND, OHIO, January 27, 1867. 

GENTLEMEN.—I fully coincide with Messrs. Cocks & Barlow in their statement respecting the McDonald Railroad Brick Kiln. 
I saw the kiln in operation at Croton Point. 

There did not appear to be much more than fire enough to warm a room twenty feet square, on a cold day, and yet the brick were 
ata white heat. “I could hold my hand on the outside of the kiln, directly opposite the burning brick. All the heat is utilized, as the 
brick, when burned, are gradually moved out below the fires, and the heat escaping from them (which, of course, is corisiderable) passes 
up through the unburned brick which follow them. The fires need not be extinguished at all; for as fast as the burned ‘prick are run out 
at one end of the kiln, fresh brick are run in at the other end. I examined the brick, when burned, and they were hard; without cracks, 
and uniform in color. Yours, BRADFORD HOWLAND. 

WASHINGTON, D. C., February 1, 1867. 

GENTLEMEN—In reply to your inquiring our opinion of your Perpetual Brick “and Pottery Kiln, we have to say, after’ 
examining it and its operations in Croton, New York, that it is a perfect success, and does all you claim for it ; and we think when .. 
the machinery is more perfect, that it will do vastly more than is now claimed for it. 

You will please have the castings made for our Kiln, and shipped to us at Omaha without delay. oii. 

—o Yours, &c., PATRICK & GRAFF. 


. VAN ANTWERP. ROB’T. Q. BEER. 


Behe Winson, HinKLE & Ce., 
tanner” Cdecational Publishers, Btationers, 


AND BLANK BOOK MANUFACTURERS, 


Street, between Third and Fourth. 
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THIS SEMINARY OUGHT TO BE SUSTAINED: 

1. Because of its character and promise as shown in its past history. 
Its work thus far has developed powers and won for itself a prestige full 
of promise for future results. 

Within the past thirty-two years it has graduated into the Gospel 
Ministry 248—an average of about eight per annum. 

Some estimate, both ofits spirit and its work. may be made from the 
fact that under its influence the Institution. as a whole, has furnished for 
the foreign mission work of the American Missionary Association, some 
going fromthe Seminary and some from other Departments, thirty-seven 
male and thirty-five female laborers. 

The Christian work done by the Theological Professors and students 
within the Institution itself and its results can never be adequately told 
in figures. 

During the last eighteen years, the average annual accession of new 
students to the various Departments has been two hundred, mostly from 
Christian families, yet the great proportion of them unconverted. In 
twenty successive years (1838—1858) an annual average of fifty students 
united with the Oberlin Congregational Church by profession—a total of 
one thousand. The next ten years are thought to have been equally 
fruitful in this respect. A large portion of these fifteen-hundred con- 
verts have given their future lives to the gospel ministry or tothe high- 
er departments of Christian education. The Seminary has always sus- 
tained the closest relations to the other departments of the Institution. 
impressing itself upon Oberlin as a whole. Its influence upon the Insti- 
tution has been in all points effective and pervading; in its moral and 
religious features controlling. In this view of the case the appeal comes 
to the Christain public. whether the Oberlin Seminary has not a record 
which justly claims their contidence, their Christian sympathy, their pat- 
ronage and their financial support. If the Institution has been in the 
past a fountain of the best Christian educational forces; if its home in- 
fluences have been honored of God in the conversion of hundreds and 
even of thousands of the most promising class of youth; if its Christian 
character and its religious power have been mainly due to its Theologic- 
al Professors and students; if largely through their influence, Oberlin 
has proved valiant for every important but imperilled truth: firm for the 
right when the wrong was in power; true to the slave when he lay in 
chains; earnest in every useful reform—then let the Seminary still live 
to do like Christian work in years to come. The College cannot spare 
its influence from within itsown walls; the churches of our land cannot 
spare it: the rising freedmen of the South cannot spare it; the opening 


mission fields of the wide world cannot spare it; the great issues involv- 
edin Home Evangelization and in our national regeneration cannot 
spare it. 

2. The Oberlin Seminary should be sustained to do the work which waits 
for its hand. 

Naturally it should supply the future pastors for the 185 Congrega- 
tional churches of Ohio. especially the feebler churches, which are large- 
ly the majority. For obvious reasons the same is true of the 166 Cong. 
churches of Michigan. It should also bear its part in supplying the 800 
Cong. churches of the “regions beyond.” To keep up the supply of all 
these churches will require sixty new men yearly. Add to this the men 
requisite to gather. organize and supply upon this entire Western field 
eighty new churches annually—a number that cannot be set below fifty. 
Surely such opening fields and large demands forbid us to think of dis- 
banding the Oberlin Theological Seminary. Then the opening and out- 
spreading work among the freedmen of the South, which by virtue of our 
anti-slavery history. principles and sympathies, naturally devolves upon 
us, Will eall for a score of new men annually—gospel preachers and Prin- 
cipals of Normal and Higher schools. Then the Christian work which 
the Seminary has done within the Institution itself still lies at its hand 
to be done in years to come. The Christian fathers and mothers who 
send their sons and daughters cannot afford to have this work cease. . The 
churches cannot afiord to have this home influence withdrawn. Ifthe 
Oberlin Institution, asa whole. has yet a work to do for Christ. it cannot 
he wise to experiment upon this future work by ruling out of the Insti- 
tution its teachers and students of theology. 

3. The Oberlin Seminary should be sustained because of the quality of 
its training work. Always inviting free discussion, it has sought to stim- 
ulate. encourage and aid independent thought and enquiry. F ‘aming 
its Theological system under the light both of sound biblical intepreta- 
tion and of a true philosophy of the mind, it has relieved this system of 
many elements of weakness and made it consistent both with itself and 
with the dictates of human reasem - Students sotrained are prepared to 
“commend the truth to every man’s conscience ” and good sense, and _ to 
wield the sword of the Spirit/with’aH its legitimate power. It has been 
the aim of the Oberlin training: to make working. self-denying men, skill- 
ed to adjust themselves to all circumstances and ever true. to their high 
mission of turning men from sin to righteousness. Moreover, its con- 
neetion with the College affords every facility for any preparatory stud- 
ies which may be requisite for the better prosecution of theology. 

4. The Seminary should be continued on the score of economy. 

It has already at command the greater part of the resources and 
means requisite for effective work. Inthe line of buildings and rooms, 
whether for recitations or for dormitories, nothing more is needed. It 
has productive endowments for the support of Professors, to the amount 
of $40,000. and is estimated to need as much more. It has three Profes- 
sors. Two others have been appointed. one of whom is expected upon 


the ground soon. Its Theological Library is yet too small, but is a fair 
beginning. The students have access to miscellaneous libraries. num- 
bering ten thousand volumes. 

To build up another Western Theological Seminary in some second 
Chicago with the working capacities of the Oberlin Seminary enlarged 
1s above indicated. would cost $500,000. Hence the economy of refitting 
and replenishing this school compared with disbanding it and building 
nother at some commercial center in the West. is as $40,000 to $500.000. 
This latter estimate is copied from the cost. present and prospective. of 
the Chicago Seminary. 

Further, the cost of living to the student is less here than in most otn- 
er Colleges and Seminaries, say from twenty-five to thirty-three per 
eent. In teaching an hour or two per day, many of them find at oncea 
source of income and a field of usefulness. An opportunity for doing 
good during their course of study, unsurpassed in richness and value, is 
open here through their personal influence among eleven hundred stu- 
dents in the lower Departments; also in the Sabbath School work in this 
place and in the adjacent districts. 

In view of these and similar considerations the Trustees and Faculty 
have come unanimously and strongly tothe conclusion that the Oberlin 
Theological Seminary must not be disbanded but must be put upon a 
broader and surer footing and in a position to do its great work in the 
best possible manner. Are they not right in this conclusion; and shall they 
not be sustained? 

In behalf of the Prudential Committee of Oberlin College, 

| HENRY COWLES. 
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